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matesofmiddlehead.org  

 

The ‘Mates of Middle Head’ (MOMH) welcome the opportunity to comment on the 

masterplan for the Middle Head precinct. As stakeholders who are passionate about this 

cherished part of our wonderful city, we request that our input be given strong 

consideration in formulating any blueprint for the area’s future. 

 

In general, we support the concept of the masterplan, from both the NPWS and SHFT. 

However, in assessing the masterplan, we must flag our concerns over some elements 

that are inconsistent with the area’s unique character. 

 

Whilst we are not against development, we believe that some critical aspects of the 

proposal bear the potential to over-commercialise and even threaten to destroy the 

natural beauty of the region. 

 

The masterplan does not cater for the infrastructure required to support much of the 

planned commercial use and is at odds with the current usage of the area. This includes: 

 

 The lack of planned transport facilities to handle increased patronage. The MOMH 

believe that increasing vehicular traffic is contradictory to the basic aims of the park, 

and any increase to the area should be discouraged; 

 

 An increase in support and supply traffic will cause further damage and congestion to 

an existing road network, which at times is unable to carry the existing traffic; and 

 

 The absence of planned safety requirements for the high volume of pedestrian & 

bicycle traffic on the road network.  

 

CAR PARKING – The SHFT offers limited expensive daily parking with some very limited 

parking by the NPSW on Chowder Bay Road.  
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We suggest the introduction of an annual pass by the SHFT as offered by NPSW, for 

regular visitors to the area.  

 

SAFETY AND SECURITY – The masterplan proposes to remove the resident ranger. 

Thus, requiring the engagement of a private security firm at a further cost to the SHFT 

and NPWS. It could be expected that the anti-social elements within our community will 

learn of the lack of security and place a further impost on the NSW Police Force, who at 

times have considered attending anti-social activity on Chowder Bay Rd as an WHS 

issue. We believe that prevention is always better than a cure. 

 

COBBLERS BEACH – This beach holds a very strong sense of community, which 

appears to have been grossly underestimated - even willfully disregarded - by the 

authors of the masterplan. 

 

Cobblers Beach is currently one of the most visited beaches in Sydney Harbour and is 

regarded within the international clothing optional community as ‘Sydney’s Iconic Nudist 

Beach’, attracting many tourists to Sydney and the Middle Head area. 

 

The reverence this beach is held in, is such that it has become a draw card over the past 

decade for the ever-increasing global market of nudist tourism, with many international 

and interstate visitors primarily making Sydney their destination to spend time at 

Cobblers Beach. 

 

The loss of the beach as a clothing-optional venue would be detrimental to the economy 

of the area and erode the diversity and tolerance that is so much a part of the city’s 

fabric. 

 

Rather than purely being a summer destination, the beach is also used by visitors to the 

headland all year round, including during the winter months thanks to Sydney’s 

relatively mild climate. As regular users of the Middle Head area, it is our understanding 

that visitors to Cobblers & Obelisk beach make up the vast majority of visitors to the 

area.  

 

It should be noted that the beach community is fiercely protective of the environment 

and despite the huge patronage of the beach; beach goers leave no adverse 

environmental impact to the beach and the surrounding area. Cobblers Beach would 

have a fair claim to being the cleanest beach in Sydney, despite the absence of garbage 
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bins and regular cleaning activities from the NPWS. Beach users are encouraged to ‘take 

what they bring’ and with very few exceptions, they comply. 

 

Despite the large patronage of Cobblers Beach, this creates minimal impact on the NPWS 

by way of cost or resources and contributes to the parking review administered by the 

SHFT.   

 

Many of the beachgoers have been visiting Cobblers Beach for decades and it is very 

much the hub of their social life. It is a friendly and welcoming family beach with a sense 

of community not evident on any other patch of sand in the metropolitan area. 

 

The beach has been legally classified as ‘clothing optional’ for well over two decades and 

has been used unofficially for nude bathing since war time. In fact, you could go as far to 

say that nude bathing has been going on at Cobblers Beach since time began, given the 

region’s Aboriginal heritage. 

 

We have noted that the Masterplan although recognizing that Obelisk Beach is clothing 

optional, has been overlooked for Cobblers Beach. 

 

In short, it is a beach that requires protection rather than exploitation. To lose it in its 

present form would be to deny thousands of Sydneysiders and visitors a liberty that is 

enjoyed by countless people around the world. 

 

Currently the other beaches in the area (apart from Obelisk beach) are mostly desolate 

and infrequently used. 

 

PATH ONTO COBBLERS BEACH. 

 

The proposed path ending on the beach MUST be altered to avoid the beach.  

The MOMH stoutly believe that the route should commence from the Middle Head Inner 

Forts and follow the natural contours, ending at the apex of the bend on historic 

Cobblers Beach Road, which is a cobblestoned road of great significance, from the car 

park area to the beach. 

 

We understand that there is an existing, historical path in this area of the path linking 

the Middle Head Inner Forts, used by the military during their occupation of the area. We 

believe that any path should follow existing routes to minimize any impact on the area.  
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A change in the masterplan’s proposed route: 

 

 could allow for a wheelchair access path; and   

 

 reduce the cost of the path. 

 

This would also ensure the objectives of the masterplan are embraced, while also 

meeting the expectations of the results of the community questionnaire. 

We are unaware of any historical path that follows the proposed route outlined in the 

masterplan, from the Inner Forts and finishing on Cobblers Beach. 

 

The path, if constructed as outlined in the current draft plan onto the beach, will cause 

irreparable and significant damage to the area, the surrounding bushland and the natural 

character of the beach. Forging a new track from scratch would unnecessarily result in 

the destruction of more of the natural bushland. 

 

Cobblers Beach is a unique recreational venue frequented by thousands of people during 

summer. We strongly remind the NPWS and SHFT of the over-whelming support for the 

two designated nude bathing beaches that emerged from the questionnaire regarding 

the precinct during the middle of 2016. 

 

In summary, the Mates of Middle Head contend that the construction of a path in its 

current guise: 

 

 Will cause the beach to be a thoroughfare for the public; 

 

 May cause users of the path distress and embarrassment upon entering unawares 

onto a clothing optional beach; 

 

 Will limit the available usable area for beach goers;  

 

 Will result in a decrease in beach patronage which will have the follow-on detrimental 

effect to the parking revenue of the SHFT;  

 

 Potentially trigger the demise of the last family-oriented clothing-optional beach in 

the Sydney area; and 

 

 See the loss of an iconic and internationally-known clothing-optional beach. 
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CAMPING IN THE AREA AND INCLUDING COBBLERS BEACH. 

 

We have a strong objection to camping on Cobblers Beach, for the following reasons: 

 

 Any camping in the area should either be banned or confined to the area behind the 

boom gate area on the ‘Barracks Green’;  

 

 The plan outlines camping ONLY on Cobblers Beach. There is no allowance for 

services (cooking, power; rubbish, water, sewage & grey water waste) for the area, 

outlined in the masterplan; 

 

 The Middle Head area has experienced concerning anti-social behavior during the 

night and the encouragement of camping would significantly raise the risk of 

vandalism and facilitate activities that are against the ethos of the National Park; 

 

 The introduction of camping would require a duty of care and compliance with OH&S 

regulations, including security, engaging boom gate access into a secure 

fenced area, with provision for security surveillance, lighting and 24-hour staff in 

attendance. This would require a significant ongoing operating costs to the NPWS 

and SHFT; 

 

 Further requirements would include a concrete driveway access to facilitate 

emergency, security, trades and service vehicles to provide medical, water and 

sewer services, industrial power supply to facilitate pump requirements to remove 

toilet waste back into the sewer mains system; and 

 

 Camping has the potential for grey water waste to adversely impact on the harbour.  

 

CONSTRUCTION OF PLATFORMS ON COBBLERS BEACH. 

 

We have a strong objection to the planned construction of these platforms. 

 

 These again detract from the natural beauty of the beach and surrounding bushland. 

They will require regular maintenance and be a target for vandalism. 

 

 They will restrict the area available to beach patrons, especially during a high tide. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

The MOMH welcome and applaud the vision of the masterplan to enhance and enable the 

community to enjoy and benefit the Middle Head area. We appreciate the environmental 

jewel this area is for Sydney Harbour and the benefit the community has from such an 

area. 

 

We are concerned about the proposal effecting Cobblers Beach in the Masterplan and the 

possible detrimental effect these will have to Cobblers Beach and the enjoyment of many 

people. 

  

We ask that these points are considered and the necessary amendments made to the 

Masterplan.  

 

We are available to discuss these and other matters that affect the Middle Head area. 

 

 


